III.

NOTES ON THE ANNALS OF THE SCOTTISH COINAGE.

No. I.

THOUGH a great deal has been done during the last thirty
years to correct the errors and clear away the difficulties
of the earlier writers on Scottish Numismatics, there are
many points which are still involved in considerable
obscurity. Nor is this to be wondered at, when it is
remembered that the most valuable materials necessary
for fully illustrating the history of the Scottish coinage
are not now available; and the Acts of Parliament and
other public records which remain, leave many difficult
points untouched.

Under such circumstances, the incidental references
scattered through contemporary annals and records may
afford valuable assistance when it is not possible to obtain
more authoritative evidence. The following memoranda
are taken in a great measure from such sources, and
it is hoped may prove of some use to those who are
interested in this study. It is necessary to premise that
they must be received with different degrees of authority;
nor can any particular rule be laid down on this point
beyond the general one, that the nearer an author is to